Throughout 2017, Protestants around the world will celebrate five hundred years of history. Although for several centuries the Protestant movement was based in Europe, then North America, from its Western homelands it eventually spread all over the world. In 2017 there are 560 million Protestants found in nearly all the world's 234 countries. Of these 560 million, only 16 percent are in Europe, with 41 percent in Africa, a figure projected to reach 53 percent by 2050. The article also presents the latest statistics related to global Christianity and its mission.
Protestants over one hundred years
includes more detail related to the past one hundred years of Protestant history. Protestants numbered 133 million in 1900, nearly doubled to 252 million by 1970, and then more than doubled again in size by the early twenty-first century, reaching 559 million in 2017. Protestants will likely number 626 million by 2025 and surpass 870 million by 2050. By 1900 Protestants had spread to nearly 80 percent of the world's countries. Also in 1900, Europe was home to more than 60 percent of all reported IBMR 41 (1) Protestants, mostly in Western and Northern Europe. Most of the rest lived in Northern America. The United States had more reported Protestants (over 42 million) than Germany (28 million), the birthplace of Protestantism. 2 Today Africa is home to four out of every ten Protestants. Asia and Europe are each home to about one-sixth of all Protestants worldwide; one-eighth live in Latin America, and one-ninth in Northern America. These figures reflect the shift of the Protestant center of gravity from the North Atlantic Ocean in 1910 to western Africa in 2010. The United States still has by far the most Protestants (60 million), but Nigeria (45 million) and Brazil (31 million) have passed Britain (down to 30 million) and Germany (down to 26 million) as second and third on the list. The other countries in the top ten are in Africa (two) or Asia (three).
Protestant growth exploded in much of Africa during the twentieth century. Namibia, for example, was home to only 10,000 Protestants (5.7 percent of the population) in 1910, but by 2010 this number had surged to more than 1.2 million (59.4 percent). Primarily before 1970, most African countries embraced Christianity, especially Protestantism, initially because of missionary efforts.
Despite the globalization of Protestantism, the five countries with the greatest proportions of reported Protestants in their populations have changed little. 3 For both 1910 and today they are the Nordic countries, where Lutheranism is or was the state religion. However, while four countries were 99-100 percent Protestant in 1910, none is today. Although Protestants globally continue to grow faster than the general population, the most profound changes continue to occur in Latin America and Africa.
Evangelicals as Protestants
The historical origins of modern Evangelicalism 4 lie in the search for a "true religion of the heart," beginning in the first half of the eighteenth century in Europe. 5 Englishspeaking Protestantism was renewed by a series of religious revivals, flamed by prominent evangelists like George Whitefield and John Wesley but supported by the lives of "ordinary men and women." 6 Initially, "Evangelical" was simply synonymous with "Protestant," especially in Germany, where even today German evangelisch is better translated as "Protestant" than "Evangelical" (for which, German prefers evangelikal). 7 Among English speakers, many Lutherans in particular still use the term in this sense, as in the "Evangelical Lutheran Church." Over time, the term "Evangelical" largely came to describe the network of Protestant Christian movements in the eighteenth century in Britain and its colonies, the individuals who were associated with those movements, and a larger pattern of theological convictions and religious attitudes. 8 The Protestant Reformation, originating in sixteenth-century Germany, was highly instrumental in the fragmentation of Christianity. Its emphasis on individual reading and interpretation of Scripture, combined with renewed religious freedom, resulted in the development of a multitude of new Christian groups, each an attempt to capture a "purer" version of the faith. With these and other developments, denominational affiliation became the foundation of Protestant Christian group identity. This is particularly true in Europe and Northern America, but with the spread and continued growth of Christianity worldwide-notably through the vast denominationally oriented enterprises of Western missionaries-it also characterizes the Global South.
Today, because Evangelicalism is a movement without a magisterium (a teaching authority like in the Catholic Church), it is generally described in terms of adherents' denominational affiliations, self-identification on surveys and polls, or theological leanings: that is, defining the movement from the bottom up rather than from a prescriptive set of criteria. Additionally, significant overlap exists between Evangelicalism and the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement. It is important to note that Classical Pentecostals are normally considered Evangelicals, whereas Charismatics in mainline churches and Independent Charismatics are usually not. This is because the Evangelical minorities within mainline churches generally are not identical to the Charismatic minorities in terms of self-identification. For their part, Independent Charismatics often see Evangelicalism as part of the denomination from which they are breaking away.
In 1900 fully 45 percent of all Protestants were Evangelical. This figure rose to 46 percent by 2010 and is expected to rise further to over 50 percent by 2050 as Evangelicalism shifts to the South. In 1900 approximately 82 percent of all Evangelicals were Protestants, and most of the rest were Independents and unaffiliated. Today it remains at 82 percent. Table 4 shows that the global population of Evangelicals numbers 342 million today, with projected growth to 581 million by 2050. 9 
Pentecostals as Protestants
Pentecostal Christians are members of Protestant denominations whose major characteristic is a new experience of the energizing ministry of the Holy Spirit that most other Christians have considered to be somewhat unusual. 10 This experience is interpreted as a rediscovery of the spiritual gifts of New Testament times and their restoration to ordinary Christian life and ministry. Classical Pentecostalism is usually held to have begun in the United States in 1901. 11 For a brief period Pentecostalism expected to remain an interdenominational movement within the existing churches, but from 1909 onward its members increasingly were ejected from mainline bodies and so were forced to begin new organized denominations. 12 Pentecostal denominations that are part of Protestantism include the Assemblies of God, the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel, and the Church of God of Prophecy. There are also many subcategories of Pentecostal denominations, such as Oneness, Baptistic, Holiness, Perfectionist, and Apostolic.
Pentecostal denominations hold the distinctive teachings that all Christians should seek a postconversion religious experience called baptism in the Holy Spirit and that a Spirit-baptized believer may receive one or more of the supernatural gifts known in the early church: the ability to prophesy, to practice divine healing through prayer, to speak in tongues (glossolalia) and interpret them, to speak words of wisdom and words of knowledge, to discern spirits, and to perform miracles. In addition, Pentecostals value receiving dreams and visions, singing and dancing in the Spirit, praying with upraised hands, and experiencing power encounters, exorcisms (casting out demons), resuscitations, deliverances, and other signs and wonders.
From 1906 onward, the hallmark of explicitly Pentecostal denominations, by comparison with Holiness/Perfectionist denominations, has been the single addition of speaking with other tongues as the "initial evidence" of one's having received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, whether or not one subsequently experiences regularly the gift of tongues. 13 Most Pentecostal denominations teach that tongues-speaking is mandatory for all members, but in reality today not all members have practiced this gift, either initially or as an ongoing experience. 14 Table 4 
Conclusion
Many studies have highlighted the demographic shift of Christianity from the Global North to the Global South. Global Christianity is already a majority-South tradition and will be, within a short time, an African-majority tradition. Protestantism has followed a similar path. From its localized origins in western Europe it has become a global movement with a wide variety of denominations, now well over 11,000. 15 In addition, Evangelical and Pentecostal movements have deeply impacted Protestant churches. Protestantism of all kinds continues to grow around the world, taking it far from its Western cultural origins. The five hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation provides a fitting opportunity to reflect on demographic changes within the movement and how they might impact its future.
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